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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, ZA, RH 

SUB J : REPORTED AMERICAN MERCENARIES DESERTION FROM RHODESIA 

1 . SUNDAY TIMES CARRIED REUTERS ITEM REPORTING THE 
DESERTION OF THREE AMERICAN MERCENARIES FROM THE 
RHODESIAN ARMED FORCES. ACCORDING TO REUTERS ACCOUNT, 

THREE MEN STOLE A PIPER CHEROKEE LIGHT AIRCRAFT FROM 
THE PRINCE CHARLES AIRPORT NEAR SALISBURY SATURDAY, 

FEB 19, AND FLEW EITHER TO BOTSWANA OR ZAMBIA. 

2. LOCAL PRESS CORPS HAS BEEN PRESSING US FOR CONFIRMATION 
THAT PLANE DID IN FACT LAND IN LUSAKA, SOME CLAIMING THEY 
HAD GOOD SOURCES WHO SAW THE PLANE LAND OR SAW THE 
MERCENARIES AT A LOCAL HOTEL. GRZ HAS MADE NO APPROACH 
TO THE EMBASSY ABOUT THE THREE AMERICANS AND INFORMATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LUSAKA 00489 221449Z 

AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE STOLEN PLANE DID NOT ARRIVE 
LUSAKA. REPORTERS' QUERIES TO GRZ HOME MINISTER MILNER 
WERE DISMISSED WITH COMMENT THAT STORY IS TOTAL FABRICATION. 

3. WHAT SEEMS TO HAVE OCCURRED IS THAT A MISSIONARY PLANE 
(SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST) DID ARRIVE IN LUSAKA FROM 
SALISBURY ON SATURDAY AND WAS IMPOUNDED UNTIL ITS PILOT 
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WAS ABLE TO STRAIGHTEN OUT A FLIGHT CLEARANCE PROBLEM. 

THIS INCIDENT SEEMS TO BE AT THE BASE OF ALLEGED EYE 
WITNESS ACCOUNTS OF MERCENARY PLANE'S ARRIVAL LUSAKA. 

SIGHTINGS OF MERCENARIES AT THE INTER-CONTINENTAL HOTEL 
PROBABLY SHOULD BE LAID TO OTHER CAUSES RUMORS WHICH ARE 
MAKING THE ROUNDS. LOW 
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